
English 
Tuesday 2nd February 2021 

In our lesson 
today we will 
learn about  non-
fiction instructions 
and begin to 
identify their 
features. 



 
1. Time to recap 
Remind yourself of the difference between 
fiction and non- fiction by watching a short 
video and then complete a quick quiz about 
yesterday’s learning. 
 
2. Features of instructions 
Find out about the features of instructions. 
 
3. Finding the shapes. 
Learn how to identify the features of 
instructions using our ‘Non Fiction Shapes’.  
 
 
 
 

Today’s activities 
 

IMPORTANT! Parent or Carer – 
Please read this page with 
your child and check that 
you are happy with what 

they have to do and with any 
weblinks or use of the Internet 

required. 
 

This symbol shows 
optional challenges. 
You don’t have to do 
these but you can if 
you want to and if you 
have the time.	



Quick Quiz 
Activity 1: What do you remember?  

Remind yourself of the difference between fiction and  non-
fiction by watching this video clip-  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2yycdm/articles/zty8xfr 
(the link is also on our Remote Learning page) and then answer 
these questions:  
 
1. Name 1 feature of  fiction text. 
2. Non fiction is written to entertain the reader. Trues or false?  
3. Name 1 feature of a non fiction text. 



Today we are going to learn about a 
particular type of non- fiction text – 
instructions.  
We come across instructions all the time. 
They tell us how to do things, such as play a 
game or make a cake. 
On the next few pages, you will find some 
examples of different  instructions. Look at 
them and then talk to your grown up about 
the features you can spot. (Think back to the 
features of non-fiction texts that we looked 
at yesterday.)  

Read the Instructions 
Activity 3: Talk about the features of instructions  









Did you notice that instructions 
are organised in a particular 
way to help us understand 
them? Let’s find out more! 



Now you’ve had a look at the examples of instructions, 
did you notice:  
The ‘How to..’ heading 
Subheadings 
Number, bullet points or letters 
Lists 
Diagrams or illustrations  
They were addressed to the reader 
Imperative verbs  
Simple steps  
Present tense  
Adverbs 
Time adverbials  
 

Read the Instructions 
Activity 2: Talk about the features of instructions  

What do these 
mean? Look 

through the next 
few pages to 

find out. 



Heading 
 
It tells you what the  
instructions are  
going to be about.  
  
 Sub heading 

 
This is the “heading’ for a small 
part of the writing. 
Sometimes they are written 
as questions.  Sometimes 
they aren’t! 
 

Can you identify the  
heading? What do you notice about the heading? 
Can you find any sub headings.  
	



Hook Sentence 
 
Instructions often have one or 
more sentences at the start to tell 
the reader what the instructions 
are about and to entice (make) 
the reader find out more.  
The hook sentence(s) may 
contain a question. We call this a 
rhetorical question. It isn’t 
included because it needs an 
answer; the author just wants to 
emphasise why you should follow 
these instructions.  



List 
 
A list is a number of items. The 
items are organised so that 
one item is written on each 
line.  
 
Most instructions will have 
more than one list.  
 
There will be a list of 
equipment or ingredients and 
then a list of the steps you 
need to take.  
 
 Can you point to the 
lists? 



Steps that have numbers, 
bullet  points or letters 
 
These are used to show  
the order of each step you need 
to take to follow the instructions.  
They help the reader  
understand what to do   
next. 
  
Do these instructions show numbers, 
 bullet points or letters? Talk to your  
grown up.  



Imperative verbs in 
simple sentences 
 
Instructions are written using 
simple command 
sentences.  They use 
imperative verbs. These are 
our BOSSY VERBS because 
you MUST do it what they 
tell you. It is not a choice.  
 
Make a list of the 
 imperative verbs in  
these instructions.  



Present Tense 
 
Instructions are written in 
the present tense. They tell 
you to do something NOW!   
 
Find the present tense verbs 
in these instructions.  

Addressed to the reader  
 
Instructions are addressed to 
the reader. That means they 
are telling YOU what to do.  
 
 

 



Diagrams or Illustrations 
 
Instructions usually have pictures 
to help you visualise (see) what 
you should be doing or what you 
are making should look like.  
 
Can you point to the  
diagrams? 



Adverbs 
 
Instructions often contain adverbs. 
These are words that tell you how 
to perform the verb. 
 
      Slowly,  Quickly,  Carefully,   
      Giddily,  Gently,   Patiently,  
 
 

Can you act out these  
adverbs? 

 
	

We will find out 
more about 
adverbs next 

week.  



 
 
Time adverbials 
 
Time word are used in 
instructions to tell you 
when to do something.  
 
 
 
 
  
Can you think of any 
more time adverbials?  

First,  

Next, 

Then, 

Finally, 



Go back to the instructions 
on pages  
5-8. Find the features we 
have just looked at. Talk to 
your grown up about each 
one.  

Read the Instructions 
Activity 2: Find the features of instructions  



To help us identify the features of instructions we are 
going to use shapes. These are like plot points and 
will help guide us when we are writing our own 
instructions. But first we need to know what shapes 
to look for. Have a look at the key below. These are 
the shapes we will use to help our writing. Did you 
notice any of these shapes on the pages you have 
just looked at? Go back and have a look!  

Find the Shape 
Activity 3: Find the shape of instructions  



Let’s see how we find these shapes in a set of 
instructions. Then it will be your turn!  
 
Look at my example on the next page. I have 
identified the shapes (features) in the instructions. 

Find the Shape 
Activity 3: Find the features of instructions  



Talk to your 
grown up 
about what 
you see. 	



 
Look at the instructions on the next 
page and find the shapes.  You can 
draw the shapes onto the instructions 
or stick them. Remember, there may 
be more than 1 of some shapes.  
 
The answers are in a separate file on 
our Remote Learning page.  
 
Do you think there will be more than 
one heading? Talk to your grown up 
about why/ why not?  

Your Turn 
Activity 3: Find the features of instructions  



Find the shapes in 
these instructions.  

Can you find the 
shapes in any other 
instructions. Have a 
look around your 
house for instructions 
e.g. to play a game or 
a recipe. Can you 
identify the shapes in 
them? 	



Well done Year 2! Tomorrow we are going to learn how to 
write instructions by looking at the heading, hook and 
questions. I can’t wait to see how you do this as I know you 
will be fantastic!  





Quick Quiz Answers 

1. Name 1 feature of  fiction text – e.g. plot/ 
character/ setting/ problem and resolution 

2. Non fiction is written to entertain the reader. 
Trues or false? False. It is written to inform. 

3. Name 1 feature of a non fiction text – e.g. 
contents, index, glossary, pictures with 
captions, headings/ sub-headings etc.  


